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PROGRESS REPORT FROM  working party interface : Universal INTERFACE





WPI has discussed sections 5 and 6 (up to 6.4.1.) of document ISO/IEC JTC1/WG1 N563. It is recognized that the basic assumption of providing as unified  outlet on the UI NAU a plug connector conforming to IEC 603-7 has led to a viable but extremely constrained design. The rationale for the design choices included in the document has been explained.





As  a result of  WPI discussion document N563 revision 2 has been prepared. A number of points remain to be considered:





	Cable length: the values given are tentative and should be confirmed experimentally; a maximum cable length should be defined for the flat cable.





	Baud rate: it is felt that the maximum value of 9600 baud/ sec might be inadequate in view of development of the technology; an open ended synchronization procedure should be considered.





	Command messages and structures: this has not yet been examined. WG1 members are invited to send written comments to Mario JONA.





Some doubts have been expressed as to whether the original choice of a plug conforming to IEC 603-7 has or has not led to the best and most cost effective solution for the UI. The use of the SDL connector, for instance, has been suggested. WPI believes that , due to the constrained nature of the UI design underlying N563,  a different connector cannot be integrated in that proposal.





A different connector will be considered only if somebody volunteers to prepare the related document.





WPI feels N 563 cannot be presented to other standardization bodies without a  consort document explaining the rationale of design choices. A correct understanding of the document, in fact, requires the consideration of many technical aspects that are not expected to be included in a standardization document.





FURTHER ACTIONS





	Peter COLEBROOK will provide a proposed chapter  on Baud rate during the meeting.





	( Comments and suggestions concerning commands messages and structures will also be provided before the end of August.





	( The above contribution will be sent to Mario JONA, who will coordinate a working group to integrate the above comments into the N 563 document (FAX + 39.2.9034.7613).





	( The revised  N 563 document together with the consort explanatory document will be sent  to Tim SCHOECLHE before November 15th.


