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Dear Ken Wacks,

With a New Year upon us, CABA and Parks Associates are busy planning for a better‑and‑bigger than ever CONNECTIONS 2001.  This year, CONNECTIONS 2001: The International Home Networking & Gateways Showcase will be in Seattle from May 9 ‑ May 11.  See http://www.connectionsconference.com for more details.  There will be nearly 80 exhibitors and approximately 1000 attendees at the showcase and conference.

We already have some exciting news: Universal Plug and Play Forum is hosting its Spring meeting on May 8 and May 9 in conjunction with CONNECTIONS.  They are expecting 700 people and they will actually have their member demonstrations at the CONNECTIONS showcase which opens May 9 after our keynote presenter.  Also, CABA will be hosting an important "Standards Summit" on Wednesday, May 9, to discuss action items on standards/protocols interoperability.

In addition, CEDIA will be hosting a special workshop detailing its member marketplaces as well as optimal approaches to product manufacturer/dealer partner success.  The Consumer Electronics Association, host of CES, will be a special sponsor and its Home Networks and Information Technology Division (HNIT) will host its Spring Board meeting during the event. CABA, a co‑host of CONNECTIONS, also will have its Spring Board meeting in conjunction with

this event.

CABA and Parks Associates hope that your organization can help us have even more exciting co‑location news for our attendees. We know that setting standards within media and interoperability across standards is a crucial factor for these emerging markets.  We know the challenges of these efforts and appreciate all the efforts contributed by the many participating company volunteers.  Consequently, we are delighted to assist IEC/ISO JTC1 SC25Working

Group 1 Home Electronic System (HES)with meeting space on May 8th or 9th to host IEC/ISO JTC1 SC25Working Group 1 Home Electronic System's (HES)Spring meeting.

We are holding space at the Washington State Convention Center as well as having space at two walking‑distance hotels.

With time a critical constraint on many, abutting CONNECTIONS with your group's meetings can help many of our attendees to have a "one‑stop" travel agenda.  We find this a major benefit to attending conference attendees and to committee participants.  In addition, CABA and Parks Associates market CONNECTIONS strongly.  We will mail over 40,000 brochures, blast more than 15,000 emails, and advertise in diverse publications including Interactive Age, American Demographics, Red Herring, BUILDER, and more.  Marketing 

IEC/ISO JTC1 SC25Working Group 1 Home Electronic System's (HES) meeting can help you gain fresh attendees and new company interest ‑ at no cost.  We, of course, encourage your members to sponsor CONNECTIONS as well.  No other event offers product providers in this emerging home networking and residential gateways market a

better opportunity for networking, showing off new ideas and products, and hearing industry leaders discuss the market activity, challenges, and opportunities available over the next few years. 

This opportunity will be discussed during CABA's Standards Committee meeting, by conference call, set for Friday, January 19, at 1 ‑ 3 p.m. EST. If you or your designated representative wishes to participate please call: 1.888.265.0903 access code 5326.  For more information on this meeting and to confirm your participation, please contact Kirk McElwain, CABA's Technical Director, at kirkatcaba@sprint.ca or 888.798.2222.

Someone will be calling in the next week to brainstorm with you about possible co‑location and its benefits for your group's members. We look forward to IEC/ISO JTC1 SC25Working Group 1 Home Electronic System's (HES) participation at CONNECTIONS. 

Sincerely,

Ronald J. Zimmer              

President & CEO

CABA

Tricia Parks

President

Parks Associates             

