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Subject: UK request for WG1 clarification on the role of the Universal Interface
The United Kingdom Experts at Boston request the opinion of the other national experts present at the Boston 2001 meeting of ISO/IEC JTC1 SC25WG1 on the following matter.

The Universal Interface is currently out for voting by National Committees as an FDIS under number CD 10192-1 and with a closing date of 31/3/2001.

Fundamental to the Universal Interface design is that it supports the HES protocol to be standardised in ISO/IEC 10192-2.3 and, more importantly, that is supports this at the “wire level”. This is indicated by the following quotation from Clause 5.1 of the FDIS, Principles of the UI.

“In principle the UI is placed above layer 3 (network layer) in the OSI/RM stack.  It provides a standardised interface between the home network on one side and the devices on the other side.  The UI is connected to a home network via the UI Network Access Unit (NAU).  The mechanical, electrical, functional and procedural characteristics of the UI itself are standardised in this standard, but the NAU is not standardised. This makes it possible to provide specific NAUs that fit specific home networks on the market. The NAU however must supply the HES Network Service standardised in ISO/IEC 10192-2.3 to the device connected to it. In an HES the UI will also pass transparently the HES Application Protocol standardised in ISO/IEC 10192-2.3. The NAU must also contain implementations of the layers 1 and 2 for the local network.  The UI connected to a network based on wired (metallic) media always provides a limited amount of electrical power from the home network system to the connected device.”

Comments made by some experts at the Boston meeting during work on the Residential Gateway, or HomeGate, indicated that the HES was now unlikely to be used outside the Residential Gateway and that, rather, its role will not extend to the wired bus(ses) outside that Residential Gateway. This in part reflects the spread of alternative protocols and media since the HES Architecture documents were first drafted. 

If this is the case, the Universal Interface cannot be used – except perhaps as a direct interface between other busses and the Residential Gateway. This is not the role assigned to the Universal Interface in CD 10192-1.

The UK Experts therefore requests confirmation of their understanding of two points and the consequent conclusion:

1) That the UI standard, as circulated, has validity only when there is a wired HES bus within the home, and


2) That the current opinion within WG1 is that the architecture of HES systems no longer includes HES other than wholly contained within the Residential Gateway.


Hence the UI FDIS as circulated cannot be implemented if the current understanding of the Experts’ view is correct.

Should this FDIS now be withdrawn?
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